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SUBJECT : CANCELLATION OF PLAN FOR PRESIDENT, S TALK WITH LEADERS 

1 . CORTINA RAISED BASIC OBJECTIONS TO WHAT HE REFERRED TO AS PLAN 
FOR PRESIDENT TO MEET "OPPOSITION LEADERS". HIS MAIN POINT WAS 
THAT PRESIDENT AS HEAD OF STATE IS VISITING ANOTHER HEAD OF STATE. 

BOTH ARE EMBODIMENT OF STATE SOVEREIGNTY. CORTINA SAID IT WOULD NOT 
BE UNDERSTOOD IN SPAIN IF PRESIDENT ON SUCH A VISIT MET WITH 
OPPOSITION. I MADE CLEAR THAT WE WERE NOT THINKING OF MEETING 
"OPPOSITION LEADERS" BUT RATHER OPINION LEADERS. IN ANY CASE, IF 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT LEADERS HAD FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIONS, WE WILL 
DROP IDEA. 

2. I ASSUME THAT MY INFORMING CORTINA THAT WE WILL NOT 
PURSUE IS SUFFICIENT BUT, IF YOU HAVE ANY DOUBT ABOUT INTERNAL 
SPANISH COMMUNICATIONS, YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE THAT WORD 
GETS TO ARIAS THAT PLAN FOR PRESIDENT'S MEETING HAS BEEN 
DROPPED. YOU ARE NOT TO PURSUE THIS IDEA 

FURTHER IN ANY WAY. 

KISSINGER 
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